HALIBURTON

You Showed Up for Us

2024 has been an incredible
year for community fundraising

at the YWCA. You all showed up

for women and children in

amazing ways this past year, and

we couldn’t be more grateful.

Some of the many local groups
and businesses who supported
YWCA programs and services:
Shimano matched funds raised
by their staff. Nish Tees and
Kasa Kana donated proceeds
from their products. Kawartha

Credit Union staff raised money

from candy-grams. Lakefield

Lions and Knights of Columbus What does it mean to be an

: advocate? According to Oxford, it

: is “a person who publicly supports
: or recommends a particular cause.”
i | like this definition because of the

. inclusion of the word publicly.

donated funds from their local
events. Keene Lions collected
toys for children at our safe
spaces. CSN Collision staff
gathered gifts for clients at the
YWCA for the holidays. PRHC
Recovery Room nurses gave a
tree covered in gift cards.
Students from St. Peter’s high
school collected phones and
tablets. Kawartha Quiltmakers
Guild made quilts for our
shelter. Women's Adventures
in Golf raised funds through

trivia. Royal LePage realtors hadg

staff giving events - and Mark

Sokolski did a trek up a volcano

in Ecuador!

Thank you. Our clients will never : judgment from others,

forget your kindness.

See Celebrating Your Support,
pg.3 for more generous donors
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To be an advocate, we have to step
: outside of our comfort zone. We

have to speak up when it might be

: easier to stay silent. We have to be

upstanders, instead of bystanders.
Holding the belief that an action is

wrong - for example, physical

abuse - is not what makes someone
an ally to survivors. True allyship is
about taking on part of the risk that
survivors face in going public,
making our beliefs evident, and
standing by them in spite of

The YWCA is committed to being
advocates for all women, children,
and gender-diverse people in our

: How Can We Advocate For Change?
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T YWCA staff and board members
leading a crowd in chants at the
Women’s March 7in June 2024

communities. We show our allyship
by hosting and participating in
local activist events like the
Women’'s March on June 24; Take
Back The Night in Peterborough
and Minden on September 19; by
supporting national YWCA
campaigns like the upcoming
Week Without Violence, Oct 21 to
26; and by our Ontario coalition’s
ongoing push to pass Bill 173 to
declare gender-based violence an
epidemic, along with the other 85
recommended actions in the final
report from the Renfrew Inquest in
June 2022.

We invite you to join us in living
our values out loud.
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Kim Dolan
Executive Director












