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Your Gifts: Saving Lives

Paige* turned to the YWCA when 
she and her daughter needed a safe 
place to go. This fall, she’s reaching 
out to say ‘thank you’ to the people 
who quietly supported the services 
that saved her life - people like you!

“Learning that someone I had 
never met before saved my life 
by supporting the YWCA was 
incredible to me. Suddenly,  
instead of worrying that we 
could get hurt, I was worrying 
about how many bedtime  
stories my daughter would ask 
for at tuck-in.” 

 Continued on page 2...

Thank you.

“Every day as a shelter counsellor is  
a little bit different. I respond to crisis  
calls, advocate for women and even 
help them develop skills like ‘how to  
set up a bank account‘ - whatever  
I can do to help in their time of need. 

The only constant is doing  
everything I can to ensure that  
when a woman leaves our shelter,  
whether it be for the afternoon or  
when she moves out, she will be safe. 

Seeing a woman transition from the situation that brought her to the 
shelter, to moving out on her own is what I love most about my work. 
Women are unbelievably strong -  stronger than they ever imagine 
themselves to be when we first meet.”  

EVERYDAY HEROES
Within the walls of our organization are more than 70 people who work day in and 
day out to ensure women and children have access to the basic human needs for 
safety and shelter. 

From 24/7 crisis counselling and risk management 
to nutritional well-being, visits to the hospital 
and helping women find secure and affordable 
housing and food – our staff do it all. 

At a glance, our staff are simply doing what needs 
to be done each day to ensure that women and 
children can sleep soundly and wake with  
renewed hope for their future. 

 Through our eyes, they’re heroes.   
 Every single day.

Kristal Ashford (above)  
has worked in her current role as Shelter 
Counsellor with the YWCA for the past 5 
years. She has also supported women in the 
Family Court Support Program and START 
(Support Team for Abuse Response Today).

8,000
safe nights’ sleep  

provided to women 
and children last  

year

http://ywcapeterborough.org/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/crossroads-shelter/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/court-support-program/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/start/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/start/
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GIVE A GIFT WITH MEANING
INSTEAD OF GIVING ‘THINGS’ TO MARK THAT SPECIAL OCCASION, 

CONSIDER A GIFT THAT HELPS WOMEN AND CHILDREN ESCAPE ABUSE

How does it work? It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3:

1. Visit ywcagifts.com to view our online “Gifts with Meaning” catalogue or call  
Nicole Paré at 705-743-3526 ext. 128.

2. Choose a gift, conveniently sorted by price or by 
category.

3. Receive a customized greeting card (either electronic 
or pre-printed for you) to give to your gift recipient, 
notifying them of the gift you have made in their 
honour. 

Whether it’s access to higher education, nutritious food, 
emergency transportation or a safe haven, your gift helps 
save and change the lives of women and children in our 
community. 

DOUBLE YOUR  
IMPACT  
FOR LOCAL WOMEN & CHILDREN 
FLEEING VIOLENCE TODAY!

Become a monthly donor today and your gift 
will be matched by an anonymous supporter! 

Matching funds are still available for new or  
upgraded monthly donors who give before  
September 18th. 

Sign up today! ywcapeterborough.org

“With your help, I found counsellors I could talk to any time I 
needed them. They gave me clothing so I could keep going to 
work – I don’t know how I could have kept my job without their 
support. I was also able to go to parenting classes and find an 
apartment we could afford.  

Thank you for giving me that opportunity. Because of you,  
I was able to make a plan for our future and teach my  
daughter what home – and a life free from abuse – feels like.” 

This past year alone, 119 local women like Paige* experienced that 
‘enough is enough’ moment that led them to seek refuge at our 
shelters. 

With your help, women can arrive at our door at a moment’s notice 
knowing a secure, welcoming place exists. Meals, clothing, personal 
care items - everything they need - will be there for them.  Thank you!

If you received Paige*’s letter, please fill out the tear off and return your 
donation to the YWCA today. For more information about how you can help 
women like Paige, please visit ywcapeterborough.org or contact Jen Cureton  
at 705-743-3526 ext. 130, or email jcureton@ywcapeterborough.org.

*Paige is a real woman who lives and works in Peterborough. Her name has 
been changed to protect her identity. 

Your Gifts: Saving Lives Continued from page 1... 

Child Comfort Package:  $72

Peace of Mind - Cell Phone:  $55

Send a Girl to GirlSpace: $75

http://www.ywcagifts.com/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/monthly-giving-challenge/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/our-most-urgent-need/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/
mailto:jcureton@ywcapeterborough.org
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Monthly donors Lizette and Jim Robinson 
have been married for 61 years. They have two 
children, a son and a daughter, and are now 
retired in the City of Peterborough. 

When asked why she and her 
husband choose to support YWCA 
Peterborough Haliburton on a 
monthly basis, Lizette says “It’s just 
so easy! Like everyone, we’re pretty 
careful with our charitable dollars. 
We want our money to go where 
it’s supposed to. The YWCA is a 
responsible cause and giving on a 
monthly basis means they can count 
on our support all year long.    

When you look back on your life 
and realize how fortunate you’ve 
been, it’s an easy decision to 
make. The thought of what some 
women have been through, it’s just 
incomprehensible. How could we  
not help?”

To find out more about becoming a  
monthly donor, please contact Yvonne 
Porter at 705-743-3526 ext. 123, or email 
yporter@ywcapeterborough.org.

SAYING ‘YES’ MORE OFTEN
EXPANDING OUR SERVICES FOR WOMEN FACING MENTAL 

HEALTH AND ADDICTION ISSUES

Across Canada, abused women with mental health 
and addiction issues often face restricted access 
to shelters, leaving them at substantial risk of 
homelessness or continued abuse.

Starting with building the new Crossroads Shelter 
and continuing with providing in-shelter services and 
supports, we’ve been taking steps to change the way we 
work so that we can say ‘yes’ more often to women and their children to help 
break this vicious cycle.  

Most importantly, we’ve been able to help more women to stay in our shelters 
longer. This directly increases a woman’s ability to develop a plan that she is 
ready and able to implement. 

But, we’ve got a long way to go. We want to provide training, tools and support 
for our staff to help them be better prepared to admit women with mental health 
and/or addiction issues more often. We want to increase the number of programs 
we offer and train our entire front-line staff team. We are seeking to raise $46,172 
this year to help make this vision a reality. 

To find out more about our plans to expand services for women facing mental health  
and addictions issues, please contact Jen Cureton at 705-743-3526 ext. 130, or email  
jcureton@ywcapeterborough.org.

 On average, women choose  
to stay 7 days longer at the new 

Crossroads Shelter - meaning they 
have 7 more days to recover from  

trauma and prepare for  
the rest of their  

journey. 

7 days

OUR DONORS
MONTHLY GIVING HELPS  

WOMEN THRIVE

mailto:yporter@ywcapeterborough.org
mailto:jcureton@ywcapeterborough.org


If you or someone you know needs help call us day or night! 

Crisis line: 1-800-461-7656 
The crisis line number will not appear on your telephone bill or call display.

General Inquiries and Counselling
We accept collect calls.

Peterborough: 705-743-3526

Haliburton: 705-286-1942

ywcapeterborough.org              
info@ywcapeterborough.org               
@YWCAPtbo
facebook.com/ywcapeterborough                 

TO LEARN MORE OR TO MAKE 

A DONATION CONTACT:

Lynn Zimmer, Executive Director 
705-743-3526 ext. 112  
lzimmer@ywcapeterborough.org

Jen Cureton, Director of Philanthropy & 
Communications 
705-743-3526 ext. 130 
jcureton@ywcapeterborough.org

YWCA Peterborough Haliburton
216 Simcoe Street 
Peterborough, ON  K9H 2H7

YWCA Women’s Centre of 
Haliburton County
PO Box 348, 11 Bobcaygeon Road 
Minden, ON  K0M 2K0

Charitable Registration No.12981 9819 RR0001

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2015  
Empty Bowls. 11 am to 1 pm at the 
Venue, Peterborough. Tickets available 
at ywcagifts.com, YWCA or the Kawartha 
Potters Guild. 

OCTOBER 19–25 
YWCA Week Without Violence. New 
this year - ‘What is a healthy relationship?’  
Video Festival. Attend the screening 
October 21 at 7 pm at the Venue, 
Peterborough. To find out more visit 
ywcapeterborough.org.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
Women’s Business Network Holiday 
Auction Benefiting YWCA. To donate an 
auction item, please contact Nicole Paré at 
705-743-3526 ext. 128.

DECEMBER 4–6 
YWCA Tag Days!  Call to volunteer,
or support us around town. 

DECEMBER 6
International Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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3,882
crisis and support 
calls answered last 

year

Friday, September 18, 2015
11am - 1pm at The Venue 

286 George St N, Peterborough

New! Children’s Craft Area &  
Market Place featuring local vendors 

Tickets: 

ywcagifts.com

 YWCA (216 Simcoe Street)

Kawartha Potters Guild 
(993 Talwood Drive)

To find out more about Empty Bowls, please contact Nicole Paré at  
705-743-3526  ext. 128 or npare@ywcapeterborough.org.

includes a delicious lunch donated by local restaurants 
 and your choice of handcrafted bowl

Tickets

$25

EMPTY BOWLS
JOIN US FOR LUNCH  
IN SUPPORT OF YWCA FOOD PROGRAMS

http://ywcapeterborough.org/
mailto:info@ywcapeterborough.org
https://twitter.com/YWCAPtbo
https://www.facebook.com/ywcapeterborough
mailto:lzimmer@ywcapeterborough.org
mailto:jcureton@ywcapeterborough.org
http://www.ywcagifts.com/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/ywca-week-without-violence-2015/
http://ywcapeterborough.org/volunteer/
http://www.uwpeterborough.ca/
http://www.ywcagifts.com/
http://npare@ywcapeterborough.org

